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Wednesday, July 28, 2010
The Forum

METRO/STATE

David Samson / The Forum

Robert Cringely, right, a technology expert who has written for NPR and PBS, interviews Brian Gramer, CEO and
founder of Avenue Right, a marketing and technology company in the NDSU Technology Incubator center.

Local CEO interviewed for TV

Show focuses on start-up tech companies around country

By Emily Hartley
ehartiey @forumcomm.com

“l just don’'t see any
super-nerds here,” Robert
Cringely told Avenue Right
CEO Brian Gramer as two
cameras filmed their con-
versation at the Fargo busi-
ness in the NDSU Technolo-
gy Incubator building.

“We keep them in the
back. I'll take you to thern.”
Gramer said, following the
quirky national technology
writer’s lead.

Cringely was in town
Tuesday to film a segment
for a new television show
set to air on an undisclosed
“major” cable station this
fall. As yet untitled, the
show focuses on 24 start-up
technology companies
around the country, includ-
ing Avenue Right.

Robert X. Cringely s

actually a pen name for
technology journalist
Mark Stephens, as well as
for the group of writers
behind the “Notes from the
Field” column in the tech-
nology publication
InfoWorld. Cringely and
his family are traveling the
country in a conspicuous
black RV with “Startup
America: Cringely’s (Not
in Silicon Valley) Startup
Tour” plastered across the
side, filming television seg-
ments.

“The most exiting thing
to me is to get exposure to
Fargo, to this region,” said
Gramer, a Moorhead native,
He figures Avenue Right's
location in Fargo was a big
reason it was chosen out of
400 businesses nominated
for the show.

Avenue Right, a market-
ing technology company

that helps advertising agen- -
cies buy more efficiently, is
the third of Gramer’s start-
up companies. He sold the
first two, anycollege.com
and Vtrenz, and now has 18
employees at Avenue Right,
which was founded in Janu-
ary 2008.

“I think it's the idea that
I'm a serial entrepreneur
that started three compa-
nies in this area, all on the
cutting edge of software,”
Gramer said of being cho-
sen for the show.

He said being on a
national television show
certainly won’t hurt busi-
ness, especially since
Cringely has several suc-
cessful PBS documen-
taries, including one
based on his book, “Acci-
dental Empires: How the
Boys of Silicon Valley
Make Their Millions, Bat-

tle Foreign Competition,
and Still Can’t Get a
Date.”

Gramer and Cringely dis-
cussed subjects ranging
from Gramer’s father's job
in advertising to trans-
parency in the advertising
business to the people and
weather in Fargo. Gramer
planned to show Cringely
around Fargo on Tuesday
night after their interview
to give him a taste of the
area he says he’ll always be
loyal to.

“You can be loyal to your
country, to your region, to
your city,” Gramer told
Cringely of keeping his
business in Fargo. “1 like
the land, I like the people,
and I think they deserve
high-paying jobs.”

informm searchwerd: Avense Right

Readers can resch Forem reporter

Emily Hartley ot {701) 235-7311




BUSINESS
His own ‘Buddy’ system

Man’s invention helps

workers avoid injuries
while delivering goods

By Craig McEwen
cmecawen @ forumecomm.com
Former deliveryman

Aaron Lamb has developed
a remole-controlled, bhat-
tery-operated hand delivery
cart that lifts and lowers
materials, work that was
previously done by muscle
power.

It’s called Lift’n Buddy Pro,
a two-wheel cart fitted with a
battery-powered activator
that can lift 1,500 pounds to
elbow  height, reducing
strain for operators,

Its predecessor has been
the common, two-wheel
delivery cart often seen
attached to the frort of bev-
erage and other delivery
trucks that workers load
and unload using repetitive
muscle mot ion.

“I lived this,” said Lamb,
who was once a route sales
and product deliveryman
for Sara Lee Coffee and
Tea.

The theory behind Lift'n
Buddy 15 to enable people
to work in proper ergonom-
i positions so you never
have to bend over again, he
said,

“This was specifically
designed for supplychain
industries,” said Lamb, a
2002 North Dakota State
University graduate in
French international stud-
ies with a business focus.

Lamb developed the con-
cept and prototype with the
assistance of NDSU’s
research and technology
incubator at 1854 NDSU
Research Circle N., Fargo.

“All these hand trucks
are completely customiz-
able to a worker's needs,”
he said. “So there’s just a
ton of stuff it could be used
for."

On-vehicle docking sta-
tions enable users to
recharge the hand trucks
between deliveries, he said.

The idea of developing an
automated hand delivery
cart floated in the back of
his mind for some time, he
said.

“I drew it on a cocktail
napkin,” Lamb said, while
visiting a friend from
Chicago.

Lamb took the drawing to
Fargo-based TRS Indus-
tries, 4119 id4th Ave, N,
which built a prototype and
hopes to be manufacturing
Lift'n Buddy Pro by the end
of this year, he said.

“We just took a medium-
duty hand truck, two-wheel
cart and redesigned it to the
configuration they had
drawn,” said Richard Cos-
sitte, TRS president

TRS is redesigning the
product for end use by liter-
ally any industry, Cossette
said.

Tuesday, June 15, 2010 A9

David Samson / The Forum
Former deliveryman Aaron Lamb demonstrates his
invention, the Lill'n Buddy Pro. which can lift 1,500
pounds to elbow height.

“We already have had cus-  the top 20 finalists in the 2010

tomers that would buy it Innovate ND competition,

just the way it is," he said. For more information,
Lamb said he expects the call (701) 499-5293.

hand trucks to sell for Interum sostchwerd: bushaoss

about 750, S g
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